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trivial compared with the loss of personal or political
freedom, but it is not trivial. It is a symptom of
spiritual ruin. How deep a degradation of intellect
and personality is shown by the introduction of English
music-hall songs among a highly poetic people like the
Irish, or by the vulgar corruption of India's superb
manufactures and forms of art under the blight of
British commerce! You know the Persian carpets,
of what magical beauty they are in design and colour.
When I was on the borders of Persia in 1907 the Persian
carpet merchants were selling one kind of carpet with
a huge red lion being shot by a sportsman in the middle
of it to please the English, and another kind decorated
with a Parisian lady in a motor to please the Russians.
From those carpets one may realise what the English
Government's acquiescence in the subjection of Persia
really involves.

No subject race can entirely escape this degradation.
No matter how good the government may be or how
protective, all forms of subjection involve a certain loss
of manhood. Under an alien Power the nature of the
subject nationality becomes soft and dependent. In-
stead of working out its own salvation, it looks to the
government for direction or assistance in every diffi-
culty. Atrophy destroys its power of action. It loses
the political sense and grows incapable of self-help or
self-reliance. The stronger faculties, if not extinguished,
become mutilated. In Ireland, even to-day, we see
the result of domination in the continued belief that
the British Government which has brought the country
to ruin possesses the sole power of restoring it to pros-
perity. In India we see a people so enervated by alien
and paternal government that they have hardly the
courage or energy to take up such small responsibilities